
 FCRPCV 2019 ACTIVITIES
 Prepared by Nina Frank, Moldova, FCRPCV President
 
 I am delighted to recap my first year as the President of FCRPCV. In the
April Newsletter, I outlined the four activities that FCRPCV has been
performing since its founding in 2008. 
(Please note: All of these events have been well documented in our Monthly
Newsletter, and Face Book, complete with photos, names and much
deserved thank you.  My job here is to give you a quick recap.)
 
1. Recruiting, Supporting and Welcoming PCVs back to the First Coast.
 
- Chris Lins, the Recruiter for the South East served in Paraguay and
Tanzania. Our members have been active with him at UNF, on International
Womens day with a presentation on “We are Girls rising”. There have been
other events at UNF and several members, who also work at UNF, have been
generous with their time. At JU in October several members hosted a table
at Career Day. Chris has a series of three events, in St. Augustine that has
seen good participation by FCRPCV.
 
-Supporting current PCVs has been an annual FCRPCV event since 2008. 
 
Our main fundraising vehicle is the Partnership Lunch held in June. At this
event, we decide how much to donate to three current Peace Corps
projects, from the Peace Corps Partnership List. The projects selected are
usually organized by Florida PCVs. Attendees vote for their favorite project.
FCRPCV matches the donations that the votes represent. Presenters do a
good job of “pitching” their project, and this is a factor in deciding votes.
This year, we contributed $1,150 to four  projects: Chandler Williams, in
Kosovo, Empowering Youth through Personal and Professional Development,
 Delvin Irwin, in Ghana, a school poultry farm project, Kirsten Peterson,
Benin, Classrooms for future leaders, and Olivia Richter, Nepal, Rainwater
Harvest.
 
-Welcoming back RPCVs and Sending Off soon to be PCVs or applicants. 
 
We formally called this activity Happy Hour and it still has that flavor. 
We held four of these events this year. 
March at South Kitchen where we welcomed RPCVs from Tanzania,
Madagascar and Ecuador.
May at Seven Bridges where we welcomed back a Philippines RPCV and sent
a soon to be PCV off to Rwanda.
May at City Bistro, in St. Augustine, saw the reunion of site partners from
Niger after 50 years and four soon to be PCVs , going through the
acceptance process.
September at City Bistro where we welcomed RPCVs from Ukraine and
Comoros plus helped a couple about to retire and join the Peace Corps
because a close relative had served. 



because a close relative had served. 
  
2. Implementing the Third Goal of the Peace Corps Act
 
-Our Signature Project is designed to educate our neighbors about the facts
of the Refugee experience. This activity is in its third year. In January we
held a Burmese Night with almost 50 attendees and 14 Burmese refugees at
our Burmese Host Sarah Male farm on the Westside. This was our 4th
Dinner. 
Our 5th Dinner was held at Lutheran Social Services where I work, and our
chef was from Ukraine. 
These events are wonderful opportunities to experience food prepared by
the Refugee from their country of origin and to hear their story which
sparks understanding. The five dinners held so far have been attended by
friends and neighbors who are not at all familiar with the Refugee
experience.
-In June FCRPCV participated in World Refugee Day. This year was our third
year of active support of this city wide celebration. The theme this year was
"Entrepreneurship: Investing in OUR CommUNITY”. As in past years, we
arranged for voting registration thru our partnership with the League of
Women Voter,
 
 
3. Providing our members with volunteer experiences to serve the local
community.
 
- Team FCRPCV, for the third year, participated in the "Walk to End Domestic
Violence”. Hubbard House, the shelter for victims of Domestic Violence, is
the organizer. We started a team in honor of our Vice President, Ellen Siler,
Jamaica, who was CEO of Hubbard House before her retirement after25
years of service.This year the Team raised $970.00 from friends and family,
not the FCRPCV Treasury.
- Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless has been a place where we prepare
dinner for the homeless. This turns out to be a much sought after volunteer
activity by groups in Jacksonville. There is a charge to volunteer.
Fortunately, we were able to participate, as an adjunct of the Church of
Good Shepherd. Two teams of 10 each work to prepare the dinner and serve
it.This year we had a PC applicant on the team. 
- There is no limit to the number of opportunities we could present to our
membership and mailing list. We are always open to ideas.  
 
4.Advocating for a stronger Peace Corps with Congress.
 
We work in collaboration with the Advocacy coordinators of the National
Peace Corps Association. On February 28, of this year, we were represented
in DC, on the NPCA Day of action for Peace Corps, on Capitol Hill, by David &
Bernadette Miron, Colombia. The Miron's met personally with Congressman
Rutherford, and the staffs of Senators Scott and Rubio.  Letters and calls are
delivered by 40 FCRPCV members, on our Advocacy mailing list, to our
representatives throughout the year. These efforts resulted in level funding
for Peace Corps, and for improvements to Peace Corps Volunteers medical
support during and after Peace Corps service. 
In past years we meet in the local offices of our representatives. This year
this was not possible due to scheduling conflicts with our Representatives.   
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FINANCIAL AND MEMBERSHIP
 
We operate as a 501 (C)(3) under the IRS rules. We are a donation and dues
supported organization. We maintain compliance with all Federal and State
regulations. 
We post our Profit & Loss and Balance Sheet on our website for all to see. As
of October 25, we have $3,125.83 in cash assets in our SunTrust Bank
account. 
This year, as mentioned above, we contributed $1,150 to projects in
Kosovo, Ghana, Benin and Nepal. 
Our main source of funds is a result of a more formal dues paying scheme
initiated in 2018. We have 27 supporting members who contribute $30  year
and 14 Sustaining members who contribute $100 a year. Thank you very
much and please remember to renew your dues for 2020.
In December, the Board prepares and hosts, at a Board member’s home, a
brunch to honor our Sustainer members. This year the brunch will be on
Sunday, December 7. 
 
OUR BOARD
 
We started the year with eight Board members, but lost three very early
due to job and time conflicts. We added two members quickly, and we have
three new Board members. Please welcome our ten Board members for
2020. Nina Frank, Moldova, Ellen Siler, Jamaica, Tom Bliss Fiji, Helen
Covington, Tunisia, Chris McMillan, Zambia, David Miron, Colombia, Michelle
Karolak, Mauritania, Barbara Douglass, Congo, Beth McGovern, Cameroon
and Pat Maguire, Jamaica. You can see their bio and photos as PCVs on our
website.  
 


