
 

 

FCRPCV Board Meeting By ZOOM 
August 15, 2019  

Attendees: Nina Franks, Ellen Siler, Tom Bliss, Helen Covington, Chris McMillan, Michelle 
Karolak, David A. Miron 

• 7:04 pm - Call to order 

• Housekeeping 

• Unmute 

• Keep to Schedule  – Respect Time – Stay on Topic 
 

• Approval of Minutes of last meeting? Minutes from last meeting still in Draft 

 

• Annual Meeting  - Nov 3rd – Planning Committee – What’s needed? 

Program Committee – David &  Jan to invite speakers, organize ice breakers and liase with Willie 

Gonzalez on the Venue which is in his Home Owners Association, Hampton Glen 

Food & Decorations Committee – Michelle, Nina, Tom, Ellen, Chris, Helen,  

2:00- Arrival 

2:30 – Ice Breaker 

2:45 – Eat 

3:15 – Program 

• John Caulfied, Invited Guest – “Immigration Reform Through the Years”  

• Pat Maguire and Cal Marshall, Jamaica: “Report from Annunciation House in El Paso” 

4:15 Group photo 

5:00 End  

BUDGET – Tom Bliss reported we have an estimate of $500.00. 

 $250.00 fee for Hampton Glen Rental. $250.00 for expenditures. 

Suggestions for FCPCV to provide a meat dish and ask for attendees to bring a side dish to serve 10 

Fried chicken or vegetarian lasagna 

Need to coordinate number of deserts vs salads vs and sides, etc.. 

Final menu & Drinks will be determined by the food and decorations committee. 

 

• Sustainers Brunch   

It was stated the brunch is held on the First Sunday in December  - Dec 1st or Dec 8th 

We currently have 13 sustainers 

Michelle said she would be willing to host on the 8th! 

Too much fruit last year, commented by Helen who organized the menu. 

The brunch will be from 12 to 3 

Michelle to count on Helen Covington to assist. 

 

• Advocacy update – DAVID  

David shared the letter to Senator Scott as well as the tentative newsletter for August 

David shared the info about meeting with Rutherford and the initiative with the letter writing currently 

underway  
 

• Communications Update – DAVID 



David shared the stats of the email campaigns and other event emails, Sulzbacher, etc and the 

communications strategy and the messages he sends out to new members.There were 9 Monthly 

Newsletters sent out so far in 2019. In addition, there were 8 special messages sent to attendees after 

events with photos. 

David shared the Madison newsletter and asked for opinions comparing it to the FCRPCV newsletter 

David asked if we get the NPCA affiliate newsletter – it was unclear to many if we  get it or the action alert 

David is going to make sure we all get the affiliate emails 
 

• Treasurer Report – TOM 

We had 2 additional memberships 

We still have 479 dollars to be used for refugee dinners 

Sun Trust will change their name and we will have to update our online account 

We have 19.28 in Paypal and have not decided to move it from PayPal because the bank acct is not 

interest bearing 

P&L – report was shown and discussed. Both are posted on the website Balance Sheet & P&L 7/31/2019 

Taverna Yamas  has not sent a check as of yet for the promised 10% of sales from the dinner. No action 

taken. 

Membership Report 

 57 Active Members from a total of 422 on our List. We have emails for only 268. 

22 Supporter members at $30/year 

13 Sustainer members at $100/year 

4 Family Members at $15/ year 

18 Basic members 

        Calendars 

Tom stated it looked like we would need 50 calendars, but we had 30 last year and did not distribute them 

to everyone who  is a sustainer. It was determined that we need to order 50 for next year 

David stated we will get the calendars in time for the HH in St. Augustine and there will be good number of 

people there to donate and receive the calendars 

Tom will order the calendars. 

David shared his blog post on Joe Thigpen, and suggested we feature a blog post on new members. 

Michelle is interested in submitting content to David for an FCRPCV blog post 

      T-shirts 

We need to purchase more 5 shirts with the 7 that are already paid for to get them printed. It was discussed 

to order mens cut instead of womens   

Decided to order: Mens 2M 2L 2XL, and Womens 1L, 1XL 

Need Back up for AGM Fee 

 

 

• Board member update – nominations for next year NO ASSIGNMENTS MADE 

Cal and Pat as members 

Barbara Douglas 

Chandler 

We need to call and ask 

Michelle stated she wished we had photos and David said he would get the photo ☺ 

Bob Hollister 

Ellen McFish 

Call out for communications to take David Miron’s place on the Board as he is retiring next year. 
 

https://first-coast-rpcvs-npca.silkstart.com/cpages/legal-docs-reports


 

Social Events 

▪ UPDATE on  Sulzbacher  - Any comments on how to improve next year? 

Many said they would have come and we ended up turning people away last year 

Need to add the idea for service events as the ice breaker at AGM 

▪ Happy Hours  - September 19th at City Bistro in St. Augustine. 

▪  others? In Jax? None were volunteered 

Looking to have a HH in Jax -  in San Marco  at Taverna was mentioned 

Aardwolf was previously used 

We just need a host and a venue – if you have any ideas for a HH local and want to host just say so and we will 

set it up 

 

• Update on Signature Project – MICHELLE 

Michelle is looking for some hosts for dinners and she prepared the text below to post and advertise for 

potential hosts. She stated there were several interested in hosting at the end of the summer and hoping to 

gain some interest. 

It does not have to be a big house to host 

Michelle will be at the HH is St. Augustine and share the message of the need and reason to host the dinners 

and hopefully get some dinners set up ☺ 

Signature Project 

We continue to slowly build on our previous years activities of supporting 

our members who would like to organize a dinner for their neighbors and 

friends who wish to better understand the Refugee experience and 

program. 

Dinners have been in collaboration with Catholic Charities Refugee 

Resettlement, and Lutheran Social Services who continue to settle 

refugees some who are willing and able to share their culture and prepare 

the dinner with the RPCV host.  

We have had 5 successful dinners and several RPCV hosts: 

 2018: Our first brave volunteer was Jan Miller. Who hosted in April of 

last year. Ethiopian w. Muna Ibrahim 

 Steve and Maureen Orr, Afghan dinner w/ Hellai Noozai. 

 December Phil Stantial held a Taste of Iraq Malath Abakari. 

 2019, 43 of us gathered at the farm of Ja Htu Bu Sarah Male for a 

Burmese Cultural experience and meal. 

 Last dinner was held in April and was hosted by Nina Frank and her 

college Jane, a former refugee from Ukraine at Lutheran Social 

Services. 

Refugee Council USA report for the first ½ of this FY shows the negative 

impact of the drastically reduced refugee admissions not just on refugees, 

but also on local and regional economies, and the resettlement 

infrastructure that will take years to rebuild. 

Key findings of the report are: 

 From October to end May 2019, only 17,276 were resettled in the US. 

 Resettlement agencies had to close 51 resettlement programs and 

suspend resettlement services in 41 offices across 23 states, 

diminishing the ability of certain regions to be able to welcome 

refugees and limiting available services for refugees already here. 

 Religious persecution is one of the five grounds for receiving 



refugee protection under us and International law. No religious 

group has been spared under this drastic admission reduction, 48% 

fewer Christians, 90% fewer Muslims 96% fewer Yazidi refugees 

 

despite their brutal persecution under the Islamic State from 393 to 9 

in FY 2019! 

I know that hosting a dinner can be daunting for some. I can 

help you!!! I want to help you. Help me, help you. (: 

You were peace corps volunteers, that took bravery. Many of you were 

blessed to have lasting friendships and lucrative careers that sprung from 

that experience. You have all been exposed to so much and so many of 

our neighbors and friends have not. It’s a great way to live up to the Third 

Goal of the Peace Corps: To help promote a better understanding of other 

peoples on the part of Americans. 

Let’s share a meal and start a conversation to enlighten them. 
Let me if you would like to participate. I WANT TO BE A HOST  

 mmkarolak@hotmail.com text: 904-868-6999 

David said he would post an announcement in August Newsletter 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:23 pm 
 

 


