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Unravelling Myths

about Refugees

They can return to their home

countries and live without fear.

A person is a refugee if going back to her country means she'll be
persecuted based on race, religion, nationality, membership in a
particular social group, or political opinion.
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They left their countries for better
job prospects.

If a person leaves his country for a better job, he doesn’t meet the
definition of refugee.

They fled due to weather or
natural disaster.

Natural disasters oﬂen quire a h rian (think Hurricane
Katrina or the Ind T i). Those di d are not legally

refugees and aren’t served by US Refugee Reseﬂlemenl Program.
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They are legally admitted to the
United States.

Refugees are legally in the United States from the moment they touch
down at the airport.
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They passed background checks.

The UN Refugee Organization (UNHCR) does initial checks and refers
people to the US for resettlement. The US Department of State,
Department of Homeland Security, and other US Government security
agencies complete their own checks. Then US Citizenship and
Iramigration Services checks all that information.
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They are authorized to work.

Yes and they're required to work.. Employable refugees (out of school. not
otherwise disabled, etc.) who do not accept and keep suitable employment
will lose cash assistance which they are eligible to receive for the first 8
months in the US.
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They don’t have to work.

See above. Resettlement agencies are required to provide job training and
assistance in the job search.

They chose to come to the US.
Refugees would prefer to stay in their homes, but they can't.
Resettlement is the third choice, after repatriation and local integration
into their country of asylum. After it's blished that a refugee must be
resettled, UNHCR considers a variety of factors to decide to which
country to refer the refugee for resettloment. That doesn’t mean the
referral y has to pt the refug:  Neond
See pISI, Section 781 Determuining the country of submisston

They pay taxes.

Refugees are permitted to work immediately upon arrival to the US.
Refugees are subject to the same tax laws as the rest of us.
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8 They want the same things as you.
Refugees are mothers, fathers, sons, and daughters; learners, teachers,
\ ’ leaders, and hard workers. They are have the same priorities and passions.

but have a vastly different set of experiences.
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Visit httpy//tracks.unhcr.org/ to see and read about the people we call refugees.
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We have three refugee resettlement agencies in Jacksonville, FL.
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