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As the 2016 comes to an end, it is good to review what we as the Board feel has been a
very good 55th Anniversary year for the Peace Corps, and our local organization.

Significant projects include the Third Goal International Film Festival, in March, where
a team of 22 FCRPCV members, under the chair of Bernadette Miron, Colombia, put on
a wonderful Film Festival that featured the award winning Film, Difret. The Film was
based on an inspirational true story of a young Ethiopian Girl, and a tenacious lawyer
embroiled in a life or death clash between cultural tradition and Ethiopia's advancement
of equal rights.We are grateful to the 35 persons who were significant Donors, especially
the NPCA who provided an educational grant, and Scott & Nancy McLucas, Senegal,
who were major underwriters. The program, which was played to a sold out house, at
Players by the Sea, in Jacksonville Beach, included a presentation by Rosemary Takacs,
Paraguay, and a recent Peace Corps Response Volunteer in Guatemala about her work
in developing a Nutrition program by teaching women to raise goats and use their milk
both for their families needs and selling the excess for family income. In spite of a few
technicnlogical glitches, we were also able to hear a skype discussion of the play by the
author..We ended with a financial profit just short of $1,000. and a significant social and
cultural impact on the audience.

Our 55th Anniversary activities included five thought provoking Op-Ed pieces in the
Florida Times-Union, by our members. A nice interview on the Melissa Ross radio show,
and a Proclamation by Mayor Curry acknowledged our 55th anniversary. See photos at
the end of this letter.

In June we participated in World Refugee Day organized by two of our members who
work at Catholic Charities, one of the major sponsors of the event. Thanks to our former
President Frances Luna, Niger and Michelle Karaolak, Mauritania,we supplied
american Flags to the newly sworn Citizens, in conjunction with the League of Woman
Voters who registered the new citizens to vote.

Our annual Partnership Dinner, organized this year at the Beirut Restaurant was also
successful with good food and fellowship. We raised $870 which was divided between
three projects that current PCVs from Florida were supervising. $355 was donated to
Zambia for a Health Clinic, $365 to Fiji for a school Library ( although the village was
washed away during a Typhoon, and the money went to the General Fund in Fiji.) $150
to Cameroon for malaria education and mosquito netting.

Recruiting events were held at UNF and JU with the support of our Regional Recruiter,
Grant Matthews, Romania. At UNF Tom Byerly, Liberia, took the lead.The event at JU
was led by Phil Stantial, Sierra Leone as well as serving of the staff of several Eastern
European countries. In addition, we had three very well attended social events this year:
Annual Cinco de Mayo pot luck at the Miron's house ( both served in Colombia) in
Ponte Vedra Beach, Happy Hour at Black Sheep restaurant in Riverside, and Royal
Palms Village in Jacksonville Beach.
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I am looking forward to another great year as we approach 2017. we hope to continue
supporting each other as well as carving out projects that will impact our community in
support of the Third Goal. We will end the Year with $3,603.29 in our Sun Trust Bank
account. Thank you Tom Bliss, Fiji for being our Treasurer.

I have asked the current Board to meet at my house, early in January, for a Saturday
morning Retreat to discuss the forthcoming year and beyond.We welcome your ideas,
please hit REPLY to send any and all ideas along.

Finally, I personally feel very fortunate to be among such a great group of people and
look forward to sharing ideas and concerns as we do what we can to promote Peace and
understanding in our country as well as in the world.

Kind regards,

Jan Miller
FCRPCV President
Botswana RPCV 2011-2013

a

Check out our updated website at https://sites.google.com/site/fcrpecv/
PLEASE Like us and follow us on Facebook: FIRST COAST RETURNED PEACE
CORPS VOLUNTEERS

FCRPCV, Inc. is a non-profit organization which serves as an alumni group of returned
Peace Corps volunteers, friends and family with the express purpose of promoting the
Peace Corps and educating our fellow citizens about the countries where we have served.
There are over 200 returned volunteers on the First Coast who have served in over 66
countries.
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or 2017, standing from the left, H
Luna, Niger, David Miron, Colombia, Sarah Allred, Benin, Tom Bliss, Fiji, Chris
McMillan, Zimbabwe, Phil Stantial, Sierra Leone, Seated from the right, Richard
Lipsey, Sarawak Borneo, Jan Miller, Botswana, and Rosemary Takacs, Paraguay &
Guatemala. Missing: Steve Baker, Malawi, Tracie Thornton, Gabon

elen Covington, Tunisia, Frances



Pictured here is Ethiopian dancer, Mimi Kasha,(front), entertained
at the “Third Goal International Film Festival Celebrating 55 Years
of the Peace Corps”. Rosemary Calhoon Takacs (from left
standing) Paraguay, & Peace Corps Response Volunteer,
Guatemala, Bernadette Miron ,Colombia, and Scott McLucas,
Underwriter of the Festival.



The Group of RPCVs that made the Film Festival the success it was.
BACK ROW (from the left): Steve Curran (Jamaica), Ren Nelson (Tonga),
Brenda Drew (Tonga), Lin Smith (Cameroon), Phil Stantial (Sierra Leone),

Michelle Karolak (Mauritania), Anthony Whiting (Tunisia), David Miron
(Colombia)

MIDDLE ROW (from the left): Steve Orr (Panama), Helen Covington (Tunisia),

Rosemary Takacs (Paraguay/Guatemala), Sarah Allred (Benin), Jan Miller
(Botswana)

Hank & Jean Webb (Turkey), Frances Luna (Niger)
FRONT ROW (from the left): Tom Bliss (Fiji), Tom Byerly (Liberia),
Bernadette Miron (Colombia), Joan Lipp (Togo/Liberia),

Willie Gonzalez (Colombia/Ghana), Maureen Orr,(Colombia), Tracie Thornton,
Gabon



Group on the left is the Pot Luck crowd at the Miron house in May. Group on the right
is the Annual Meeting attendees in October.



